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Our Ref : PS/111774-2/18

Stand News,

9E Everest Industrial Centre,
396 Kwun Tong Road,

Kowloon.

Dear Sirs,

Please reply to: Peter Sit
Direct line: 2909 7388

14 August 2018

By Email (editorial@thestandnews.com),

and By Post

Re: Your Composite Photograph (the “Photograph”) and the Article written by
Dr Chung Kim-wah §E@[ZE bearing the title
“FAERTH BB IR IRIEAVLI 4255 published by you in your electronic newspaper
I35 (the “Article”)

27, ¢

We act for Mr Leung Chun-ying (“Mr Leung”; “our client”).

We enclose herewith a copy of our letter to Dr Chung Kim-wah (“Dr Chung”). All our
client’s complaints against Dr Chung apply also to you because you created and printed the
Photograph together with the Article, and you are the publisher of both the said Photograph
and the said Article.

In particular, as the publisher of Stand News which specialises in public affairs and politics,

you must be well aware that:-
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(A)

B)

©

(D)

Mr Leung treats all allegations that he was or is associated with the triad society, triad
people or the underworld seriously. You know that he took action when Mr Joseph
Lian (4£Z.$%) published an article bearing the heading ({5 MR TIFEE » RIK
S EET ] in the Hong Kong Economic Journal in January 2013. On
behalf of our client, we wrote to the said newspaper demanding the
withdrawal of the wrongful allegations in that article, the newspaper
apologized publicly on 7 February 2013. Mr Lian has since left the Hong

Kong Economic Journal;

On 15 August 2013, Now TV reported that the Hong Kong Police had come out to
deny the allegation that Hong Kong Police did not deal with the Second Incident
seriously, impartially and independently. In fact according to the news report, seven
persons had been arrested and the matter was handled by the Serious and Organized
crime unit of the New Territories Headquarters. See a printed version of the Now TV
report in Attachment I;

A public statement in Chinese made by Mr Leung on 16 August 2013 pointing out
that all concerned should act in a civilized manner and the Hong Kong Police would
as always act fairly, justly and impartially, regardless of the political background and
stances of those who broke the law. See Attachment II;

A public statement in both Chinese and English issued by the Chief Executive’s office
(i.e. Mr Leung’s then office) on 16 August 2013 stating that “Referring to the press
release issued by the Civic Party today (August 16) on the Chief Executive attending
a public forum in Tin Shui Wai on August 11, a spokesman for the Chief Executive's
Office gave the following response: ‘The allegation made by the Civic Party in a press
release today that the Chief Executive is related to triads is untrue and groundless. In a
blog issued earlier today, the Chief Executive clearly stated the wish that all parties
would exchange views in a civilised manner. Regarding the scuffles and violence that
involved a small number of people last Sunday, the Chief Executive stated that the
Police had handled the incident according to the law in a fair, just and impartial
manner. The Chief Executive expressed deep regret over the Civic Party for ignoring
the facts.” ”. See Attachments III and IV.

/
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Further, you created the Photograph to portray our client as a member of the triad and the
underworld with falsified tattoos on his left arm and over his chest, holding a folding chair
while walking down a street, and being looked on by a huge crowd of passersby. The
Photograph depicts Mr Leung as a street gangster which is completely false and damaging.

Your creation and publication of the Photograph alongside the Article sought to endorse and
reinforce the false allegations in the Article that Mr Leung was or still is associated with the
triad or the underworld. There is absolutely no truth in that depiction and in those allegations.
Our client’s reputation is clearly and seriously damaged by your creation and publication of
the Photograph and the publication of the Article. As a media organization you know or
ought to have known that contrary to the claims in the Article, our client, the Hong Kong
police and the Chief Executive’s Office had refuted all allegations of our client’s association

with or tolerance of members of the triad or the underworld.

Section 5 of the Defamation Ordinance (Cap 21) states that, any person who maliciously
publishes any defamatory libel, knowing the same to be false, shall be liable to imprisonment

for 2 years, and in addition, to pay such fine as the court may award.

In view of your professed knowledge of public affairs and politics, there is every reason to
believe that you were aware of the existence of those publications and public statements
when you published your Article and the Photograph, knowing that the allegations are false
and defamatory. The wrongful allegations remain available on the internet and as each day

passes by, they continue to damage and aggravate the damage on Mr Leung.

We are instructed by our client to require you to:

1. cause the withdrawal of the Article and the composite picture from the internet
forthwith;
2. undertake that you will not publish the Article and the Photograph or any similar

essay or article or picture or caricature in the future;

3. reimburse our client for the legal costs incurred;
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4, publish an apology the content of which to be approved by our client; and
St pay damages to our client.

We are instructed that if any of the above requirements are not met with by Tuesday 21
August 2018, our client will issue proceedings against you without further notice.

Yours faithfully,

!

SIT, FUNG, KWONG & SHUM

Encl.

c.c. client
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Attachment IV

Press Releases

Chief Executive's Office responds to Civic Party's press release
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Referring to the press release issued by the Civic Party today
(August 16) on the Chief Executive attending a public forum in Tin
Shui Wai on August 11, a spokesman for the Chief Executive's Office
gave the following response:

"The allegation made by the Civic Party in a press release
today that the Chief Executive is related to triads is untrue and
groundless, In a blog issued earlier today, the Chief Executive
clearly stated the wish that all parties would exchange views in a
civilised manner. Regarding the scuffles and violence that involved
a small number of people last Sunday, the Chief Executive stated
that the Police had handled the incident according to the law in a
fair, just and impartial manner.

The Chief Executive expressed deep regret over the Civic Party
for ignoring the facts."

Ends/Friday, August 16, 2013
Issued at HKT 20:40
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Please reply to: Peter Sit
Direct line: 2909 7388

Our Ref : PS/111774-2/18 14 August 2018

Dr Chung Kim-wah (§E&IHE),

Assistant Professor,

GH415, Department of Applied Social Sciences,
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University,

Hung Hom,

By Email (sskwchun@polyu.edu.hk),
and By Post

Kowloon, Hong Kong.

Dear Sir,

Re: Your Article bearing the title “FH FERTHY B4 HERIRFEAVL R0

appearing in Stand News since 12 August 2018 (the “Article”)

39, 6

We act for Mr Leung Chun-ying (“Mr Leung”; “our client”).

In the above Article, you referred to two incidents and made a number of unfounded
allegations that a close relationship existed between Mr Leung and the triad society or the

underworld.

The first was /\FkEER 5 which you alleged to have taken place at the end of March 2012
(the “First Incident”) and the second was K/KEJE KL A E which took place on 11
August 2013 (the “Second Incident”). Despite the fact that Mr Leung, other related parties
and the Government, had immediately and publicly refuted similar allegations made by

others at the time, you deliberately repeated those wrongful allegations in your Article. Not
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only did you ignore what our client and the related parties had openly stated at the time, you
expressly, wrongfully and maliciously stated in your Article that our client and the

Government had kept quiet in the past five years.

Regarding the First Incident, you wrote:

“WV124F 3 AK » PIREEERE - FEAZE » FHE T MeEEEER R/ WhER
f&—Z& (Note: This allegation is utterly wrong even on the basic facts as the First Incident
took place on 10 February 2012 during the election campaign, some 6 weeks before Mr
Leung was elected the Chief Executive of HKSAR on 25 March 2012. It did not take place as
you claimed at the end of March 2012, after Mr Leung had been elected) - &2 57H AHE/T
WEER O T@% W TEW. WEE > BUFSEFEEATRNALIEESE
B R RBETMEMNBUSESR » RIS E EES RE I A E (RS ?”

Regarding the Second Incident, you wrote:

“5EFRT 0 BI 2013 52 8 A 11 EE*% NI e SR ﬂ&E » RRERVIZEC °
EHERELRETRESR  TABRETRERSEEHS -

“BX - PIREUFENSSERKEEFEBERBRHRG - ZAIEFIRKIERESANE
%* ZEE - JINIE— fﬂ%%éﬁﬂ“‘ﬂéﬂﬁlxﬁﬁﬂ LEENY) A —RPTEERIR
 BRAEBITTREALVES -

“ERRELEME  B—RBUFRERERLARETHAYEMM "Rk, B
EHBBULRER « BEEN—X - REEERMEEA %Bffi“‘ﬁ*-‘v_ﬁ(ﬁ,\/l/ﬁﬁ%ﬁ
RET - Bk RE—RKE » BEREBRCEAEZHE T EABEER -7

“UWHEHE  FEBNSE @ BRI ERIREARA - T S0BHE ERME A
i BEER - ﬁﬁ“}%F E%ER B TSREERET  MHARE—F - KK T
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In the concluding paragraphs you wrote:

“. PRIREAVIIF R Y QTSRS - RIRIREN BN E R T A REPIE 4
FIRFF ~ BITRBEIEAL  RIREEENBN TS ERTIA L AR ER
TN - BRE—FFE, o7

“CEFRIREGE T EBITE T ERR LR SB/IMERBES - R
HE T N EENEEE AHETHAY - T B TREE -~

You must be well aware that Mr Leung treats all allegations that he was or is associated with
the triad society, triad people or the underworld seriously. You know or ought to know that
Mr Leung took action when Mr Joseph Lian (%€ Z.#%) published an article bearing the
heading FEHECIEEE > RN HFEEF Y in the Hong Kong Economic
Journal in January 2013. On behalf of our client, we wrote to the said
newspaper demanding the withdrawal of the wrongful allegations that our
client was associated with the triad or the underworld in that article. The
newspaper apologized publicly on 7 February 2013. Mr Lian has since left the

Hong Kong Economic Journal.

As regards the First Incident, it had been widely reported that members of Mr Leung’s
Election Campaign Office who attended the dinner gathering made a report to both the Police
and the ICAC on 11 March 2012. They also gave a comprehensive account of the incident to
media reporters. Any allegation of triad or underworld association had been refuted and since
died down. No action has ever been taken by the Police or the ICAC or for that matter any
other law enforcement agency against Mr Leung’s Election Campaign Office.

Hence there is no justifiable reason for you to repeat this allegation and to require Mr Leung
to account for it now. Your insistence that our client has to account to the public, ignoring the
fact that full accounts had been given by members of the Election Campaign Office to the
Police, the ICAC and the news media, is to underscore your malicious allegation that Mr
Leung was or still is associated with the triad or the underworld. This is a most serious and

vicious libel on Mr Leung. /
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As regards the Second Incident, it was a declared policy of Mr Leung’s Government to hold

“town hall meetings” in all the 18 districts in Hong Kong. These meetings were open to all.

As with all public order events, it was the duty of the Hong Kong Police to maintain law and

order. Since you claim that you had all along paid close attention to the Second Incident, you
should know that:

A.

On 15 August 2013, Now TV reported that the Hong Kong Police had come out to
deny the allegation that Hong Kong Police did not deal with the Second Incident
seriously, impartially and independently. In fact according to the news report, seven
persons had been arrested and the matter was handled by the Serious and Organized
crime unit of the New Territories Headquarters. See a printed version of the Now TV
report in Attachment 1.

A public statement in Chinese made by Mr Leung on 16 August 2013 pointing out
that all concerned should act in a civilized manner and the Hong Kong Police would
as always act fairly, justly and impartially, regardless of the political background and
stances of those who broke the law. See Attachment II.

A public statement in both Chinese and English issued by the Chief Executive’s
office (i.e. Mr Leung’s then office) on 16 August 2013 stating that “Referring to the
press release issued by the Civic Party today (August 16) on the Chief Executive
attending a public forum in Tin Shui Wai on August 11, a spokesman for the Chief
Executive's Office gave the following response: ‘The allegation made by the Civic
Party in a press release today that the Chief Executive is related to triads is untrue and
groundless. In a blog issued earlier today, the Chief Executive clearly stated the wish
that all parties would exchange views in a civilised manner. Regarding the scuffles
and violence that involved a small number of people last Sunday, the Chief Executive
stated that the Police had handled the incident according to the law in a fair, just and
impartial manner. The Chief Executive expressed deep regret over the Civic Party for
ignoring the facts.” ”. See Attachments III and I'V.

There is no justifiable reason for you to repeat this allegation. It is patently wrong for you to

claim that the top echelon of the Government had kept quiet about this second incident, in

your words, “(NEHE - HEEIFSE - BEERNVEERIREAAN  FIRNES

4 /
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S ”. Again this is a most serious and vicious libel on Mr Leung.

Your wrongful allegations ignore the above public statements issued by the Police, by Mr
Leung himself and the Chief Executive’s Office, on 15 and 16 August 2013. You used the
two incidents to make the unfounded and wrongful allegations that Mr Leung had associated
himself with people of the triad and the underworld during his election campaign; after he
was elected Chief Executive of Hong Kong, Mr Leung deployed the triad people to protect
him and use force and violence on people holding different political views, and that Mr
Leung’s government turned a blind eye to the Second Incident. The wrongful allegations
remain available on the internet and as each day passes by, they continue to damage and

aggravate the damage on Mr Leung.

Section 5 of the Defamation Ordinance (Cap 21) states that, any person who maliciously
publishes any defamatory libel, knowing the same to be false, shall be liable to imprisonment

for 2 years, and, in addition, to pay such fine as the court may award.

In view of significance of the above publications and public statements, and in view of your
professed knowledge of public and political affairs, you must be aware of the existence of
those publications and public statements when you wrote your Article for publication,

knowing that your allegations are false and defamatory.

We are instructed by our client to require you to:

1. cause the withdrawal of the Article from the internet forthwith;

2. undertake that you will not publish the Article or any similar essay or article in the
future;

3. reimburse our client for legal costs incurred;

4. publish an apology the content of which to be approved by our client; and

5. pay damages to our client.
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We are instructed that if any of the above requirements are not met with by Tuesday 21
August 2018, our client will issue proceedings against you without further notice.

Yours faithfully,

SIT, FUNG, KWONG & SHUM

Encl.
c.c. client
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Chlef Exscutive's Offlce responds to Clvic Party's press release

Press Releases

Chief Executive's Office responds to Civic Party's press release
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Referring to the press release issued by the Civic Party today
(August 16) on the Chief Executive attending a public forum in Tin
Shui Wai on August 11, a spokesman for the Chief Executive's Office
gave the following response:

"The allegation made by the Civic Party in a press release
today that the Chief Executive is related to triads is untrue and
groundless. In a blog issued earlier today, the Chief Executive
clearly stated the wish that all parties would exchange views in a
civilised manner. Regarding the scuffles and violence that involved
a small number of people last Sunday, the Chief Executive stated
that the Police had handled the incident according to the law in a
fair, just and impartial manner.

The Chief Executive expressed deep regret over the Civic Party
for ignoring the facts."

Ends/Friday, August 16, 2013
Issued at HKT 20:40
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